A peaper prepared from deta cethered by David H. Morris,h’”

October 23, 1923, At St. Georce, Utah &,
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The Washinrtor Factory, created bv or Afterwards known as the Rio Virgggﬁé &
Ed /

Yenufecturineg Companv, at Washington City, Weshinsto- County, then the Territoryyai?
of Tteh. During the vear 1866, the building was completed and cen still be seen,
in this vear of 1926, as one passes through this sectio: of the Arrowhead Trail,
(or on Hirshway 91.)

The machinery for this factory was hauled b team from Salt Lake City,
under the suvervision of William Carter, one of the oririnal pioneers to Utah.
Among the tevs who drove teems were A, W. Ivins and Frark Foster. There were
guite a number of others.

At first the fsctory was confined to the menufecture of Cotton gfoods, the
cotton which sucplied the factory being raised on the lands watered by the Sante
Ciare end Virrin “iver., In Washineton County, Utah; liohsve Cpunty, Arigons; end
Linceln County, Hevada.

Jemes Devidson was the first superi-terdent end his daughter laggie, who
afterwerds married Beni., Bacdock taurht imende Pace, ary Ccvinrten and Luc-
spinrine end weavinr, and these girls were the {irst emnlcrees of the factory,
Andrew Scrensor end lemoni Alexander went out to “sccesin, ncorth of Pipe Springs,
znd obtzined some meple with which to mske the wocden cors for the driving wheel,
from which the mackinerw was driven.

It mayvbe of interest to know thet Brother Davidson, his wife and son, died
of thirst between St. Thomes andthe Besaver Dam Wash, iayv 1Z, 1869.

Some time after the factory was started Joseph Birch wes sent East where
he purchased some woblen machinery which was installed'in the factory end there-
after cottorn and woolen cloth were menufactured therin. Joseph Birch succeeded

. :
A. R. Writheed as Superi tendent and he in tdrn was succeeded b Thomes J. Jones
and Richard Bentlev, end 1890 the factory was leased to Thomas Juss who hed it
for ten vears, and after he was éalled to V/hit River, Tevada, to colonize the

Church Farm. D. H. Morris had charge of the business for one year, during,Which
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time the affairs of the'cdmpany, as far as manufacturing of gbods was conce

.

was cleaned up and the factoryv closed for good.

During the time prior to the leasing of the factory to Thomas Judd, the
menufacturing of goods was svspended from time to time, but during the time it
was leased to Thomas Judd, it was run continuously and was of great benefit to
the people, especlally during the penic of 1893, for during that time the goods
macde at the factory were sold for the raw material The products of the ferm as
they” could be used.

In the early davs of Dixie when rugs and carpets were luxuries, the warp
was made at the factory, which enabled the people to meke their carpets and rugs.
These could be seen in nearly every home and the womer vsedthe coctton batting
for making their qguilts while the farmers cbtained cotton ropes manufactured
there at & time when it was impossible to get the money to buy other kinds of

rope.,
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While Thomas Judd took care of thebusiness he installed a new turbin wheel
which cost $1,000 and e steel pipe to comvey the water to the wheel, he also se-
cured & 50C0 flyv wheel to rerulate the speed of the mechinery end mede a general
re-arrancerient of the mechinery and crcwded producticr a2z ruch as he could. He
had business fafrly under way when the panic of 1793 cvertcck the peonle, And
during the pericd of vears when he had chearre of the tusiness, monsy being ocut

of the guestion, no money was pald to his emplovees, but all were paid in the
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roducts of the factory, or produce taken in excharce for the seame,

He emploved between sixtv-five ard seventy-five hands and crowded the
output as much as possible, Pinding a ready market for all the goods mgde, as st~
arted, by exchanging the goods made for other products such as cotton, wool, po-
tatoes, flour, molasses, cheese, butter, beef, pork, garden produects, lumber,
shingles, lath, rocksalt, etc. |

The district served by the factory¥ extended from St. Thomas on the south
to Panguitchlon the north. He not only exchanged roods for such products, but
exchanged these products for other products, mekine the factory gAbusiness center,

but machinery extras, oils, eves, etc., that were necessary and these were ob-

tained from the Z. C. K. I. in Salt Lake City, Utah, end also the Clark Eldridge
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and Company and Scow Crofts Company, in exchangé for cotton batting;

It is also true thaf nothing but the purest of materials used in the mak-
ing of the gocds and this made 1t difficult to compete successfully with the
sheddy made goods, but the condition surrounding the people and the scarcity
of money made the factory a greet benefiﬁ to the people, creating means by which
thev might cobtain clothing, etec., without having to pay the cash for it, and
ﬁﬁiie the people were receivirg these blessi;gs, the stockﬁolders received 100%
dividend on their capital stock during the petiod Thomas Judd had charge of the
"business. The church was a large holder in the company, and whern the peo-le
bbgan work on the ¥eshington Field Hew Dam across the Rio Virgin, the church
made & libe;al donet on from the factoryv to assist in the enterprise, and 1t
was from the factorv that most of the food supplies were obtaired toc suppl: the
men engecred in that work.

The factory was shut down for good during the latter part of 1900, anc
part of the machinerv was afterwards sold to aAcompany that orcanized at Beaver
to which place it wes shipped, and afterwards destrored by fire., The factory
was first established thréugh the efferts of President Brisham Younz, who took
a great deal of interest in its success, not onlv assisting in its establishmens,

but worked ccntinually to keep it runring., The factory was cne of the great helps

in establishing the Dixie Mission.




